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TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE AMERICAN SCHOOLS OF 
ORIENTAL RESEARCH 


To the Trustees of the Schools and the Council of the Archaeological 
Institute of America, 


GENTLEMEN: 


The past year has been one of quiet but solid progress. After a 
full seven years of service in Jerusalem, Director Albright returned 
to America for a sabbatic year, the greater part of which, however, 
he spent devotedly in lecturing throughout the country in behalf 
of the cause of the Schools and of Oriental Archaeology. The claim 
of the Schools upon American interest and benevolence was thus 
admirably advertised, and in the person of our Director their high 
scientific and educational aims were set forth in the most con- 
vincing fashion. 

In Director Albright’s absence his place was admirably filled by 
Prof. Romain Butin, of the Catholic University in America, as 
Acting Director. In the internal management of the School he 
continued the high character of administration maintained by the 
Director, and from all sides have come the most agreeable reports of 
Dr. Butin’s relations with the other Schools and the scholars in 
Palestine, as also with the various civic, social and ecclesiastical 

groups. 

We are very grateful that the earthquake last July, which so 
sorely distressed Palestine, did not damage our building in Jeru- 
salem. The proved staunchness of our building is a great credit 
to its designers and constructors, for many other modern con- 
structions suffered most severely. The School is increasingly 
proving its value as a centre for visiting scholars, as in the hos- 
pitality extended last year to the Michigan-Harvard Sinai Ex- 
pedition. And we are desirous that all visiting scholars and 
friends of the School should know that the School is at their service 
in every way possible to facilitate their purposes. 

The second session of the Summer School was held in July- 
August, conducted by Dr. Butin, and with a few students attending. 
It is felt that the enterprise deserves further continuance, and it 
will be repeated next summer. It deserves more advertisement, 
and those interested may be surprised to know how economically 
and healthily the summer season in Palestine may be spent. 

The Director, Professor Barton, reports herewith on the School 
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in Baghdad. We may well point with pride to the results accom- 
plished in that infant branch of our work: the remarkable discoveries 
of Professor Chiera at Nuzi near Kirkuk, which are to be incor- 
porated in an extensive series of volumes, the first of which has 
appeared, introducing a new series of our publications, Publications 
of the School in Baghdad; and the fundamental researches made by 
Dr. E. A. Speiser in the early civilizations of Northern Iraq, during 
the past year. The return of Dr. Chiera to his chosen field for the 
present year and the association with him of Professor Waterman 
as Annual Professor, and of Dr. Speiser as Fellow, promise a notable 
campaign. 

Our quest for enlarged funds remains in statu quo. We are proud 
to think that we accomplish much on a budget of less than $10,000, 
managing two Schools, with the expenses of a large property in 
Jerusalem and with the conduct of the School in Baghdad, which 
by its nature implies the great expense of field operations. That 
we have done as much as is recorded is due to the severe economy 
practised in the administration at home and in the foreign posts 
themselves, and to the very cordial codéperation that has been 
established with other agencies, as with the Iraq Government, 
the Xenia Theological Seminary and the Dropsie College. The 
possibilities of proper expenditure in our enterprise appear almost 
unlimited. To maintain what we have undertaken we need money 
for Fellowships (the Institute Fellowship at Jerusalem having now 
lapsed for three years); for the increase of stipends of the Annual 
Professors (the present figure of $1,000 only about covers trans- 
portation to and fro); for the libraries of the two Schools; and at 
Jerusalem for the completion of the unfinished wing of the School 
building, which would tend to economy, and for the library building. 
In addition we should possess sufficient capital to carry on field 
work, in the way of excavation and exploration, both as a practice 
school for our students and in order that we may make our con- 
tributions to progressive archaeology. 

James A. MonTGOMERY, 
President. 


University of Pennsylvania, 
October 1, 1927. 
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REPORT OF THE ACTING DIRECTOR OF THE SCHOOL 
IN JERUSALEM 


To the Trustees of the American Schools of Oriental Research, 


GENTLEMEN: 


I have the honor to submit the following report of the School in 
Jerusalem during the academic year 1926-1927. 

Our regular Director, Prof. W. F. Albright, spent the year in 
America, and during his absence, the Annual Professor, Prof. R. 
Butin, acted as Director. With Dr. Butin there were at the School 
Prof. Florence Fitch of Oberlin College, and Prof. I. G. Matthews 
of Crozer Seminary. By special arrangements, four young Arab 
guides were given courses in the History and Topography of 
Palestine. 

Circumstances made it possible for the regular members of the 
School to visit and study at leisure almost all the points of interest 
in Palestine, particularly the sites that are now being excavated or 
where work of reconstruction is being carried on: Tell en-Nasbeh 
{Pacific School of Religion under Dean W. F. Badé); Balata (under 
Dr. E. Sellin); Megiddo (University of Chicago, under Dr. C. 
Fisher, and later Mr. Guy); Beisan (Museum of the University of 
Pennsylvania, under Mr. Alan Rowe); Ramet el-Khalil (the Gérres 
‘Gesellschaft, under Rev. F. Mader); Tell Jemeh, South of Gaza 
(Sir W. Flinders Petrie); the Ophel (Palestine Exploration Fund, 
under Mr. J. Crowfoot); the House of Caiaphas (Assumptionist 
Fathers); the Eleona on Mt. of Olives (White Fathers of St. Anne). 
The members also visited sites recently excavated but where work 
has been suspended or completed, such as Tell el-Ful, Gezer, Ascalon, 
Ain Shems, Amwas, Beith Jubrin, Bethel, Silo, Jericho, Tell Umm, 
Kuraseh and many others. They were daily visitors at the exca- 
vations of the North Wall, under Dr. E. L. Sukenik of the Hebrew 
University; it will be remembered that the members of the School 
were instrumental in discovering a section of that wall. Every- 
where they were received with the greatest courtesy and given 
every opportunity to get acquainted not only with the work done 
but also with the methods followed. During the absence of the 
Director and of Professor Kyle, the excavations at Tell Beit Mirsim 
were suspended; work will be resumed in the coming season. 

Extensive archaeological trips were taken through Samaria, 
Galilee and Southern Judaea. Three days were spent on a visit to 
Sbeida, el-Auja, Biren, Kussaimeh and Ain Qedeis (Kadesh). 
‘Three days were also spent in Transjordania on a visit to es-Salt, 
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Jerash, where the ruins are being cleared under Mr. Horsfield, 
Amman, Madaba and Mt. Nebo. A particularly interesting trip 
was a cruise of seven days—three unforeseen—on the Dead Sea. 
During this cruise the party visited Wady Zerka Ma’‘in, Callirhoe, 
the Mdjib, Mesraah, the Lisan, Jebel Usdum, Masada, Engaddi; 
nothing was lacking, not even the thrills of a near-storm, motor 
trouble, shortness of food and of fresh water. 

The Christmas holidays were spent in Egypt, the trip lasting 
seventeen days. The party was fortunate in having as an expert 
and friendly guide, in Lower Egypt, P. Manuela of the Franciscan 
Convent of Muski. He left nothing undone to make their stay in 
Cairo enjoyable and profitable; under his guidance they visited 
Cairo and Fostat, Memphis, Saqqarah, Gizeh, Mattarieh and 
Heliopolis. A week was spent in Upper Egypt, Luxor, Karnak, 
Medémut, the Valley of the Kings, and the other places on the 
left bank of the Nile. From Luxor they went to Aswan and 
Elephantine, visiting the old quarries and the ancient Tombs. 
They pushed on to Philae and the great Dam, coming back to 
Aswan through the First Cataract. On their return trip to Cairo 
they visited Edfu, Denderah, Abydos, Assiut and Minieh. 

They spent eleven days in Syria, visiting Acre, Tyre, Sidon, 
Beirut, the Dog River and particularly Byblos, where they were 
entertained by M. Colin. They had opportunity to examine the 
famous inscription of Ahiram, now preserved in the Museum of 
Beirut. From Beirut they went to Zahle, Baalbek and Damascus, 
coming back to Galilee by way of Kuneitra and Lake Huleh. 

The members of the School were also accorded the privilege of 
joining the weekly “ Archaeological Walk” conducted by P. Abel 
of the French School of Archaeology of St. Etienne, and under his 
expert guidance studied most of the interesting places in and around 
Jerusalem. 

Another feature of the life at the School during the past year 
was the opportunity of coming in immediate contact with the life 
of the people in the villages. At Deir Yasin, Beithanninah, Urtas, 
Bethlehem, Nazareth, they assisted at various functions in the 
communities, and were invited guests at several weddings and 
other ceremonies. 

From July 6 to July 27 we had the Summer Session of the School 
attended by the Rev. Mr. Streibert; Professor and Mrs. Curtis of 
Wellesley College; Prof. E. M. Munsell of Chicago; and Mrs. M. F. 
Doan of Humboldt, Iowa. On the completion of the sessions in 
Jerusalem the members of the Summer School went to Galilee and 
Syria, under the direction of our friend, Mr. T. Nasr. From Syria 
they went down to Egypt. All expressed their appreciation of the 
work done at the School and are among its best friends and admirers. 

You will be glad to know that the School is becoming more and 
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more a center of intellectual fellowship. When the various Schools 
of Archaeology decided to hold a reception in honor of Prof. J. 
Garstang, who resigned the Directorship of Antiquities and was 
preparing to return to England, the ceremony was held at our School 
and attended by His Excellency the High Commissioner and Lady 
Plumer. The members of the British School of Archaeology, of 
the Hebrew University, of the French School and P. Vincent in 
particular, as also many individual scholars, are frequent visitors 
at the School. Other scholars, mostly American, visiting Palestine, 
made their headquarters at the School, attracted not only by the 
pleasant accommodations which it offers, but also by the atmos- 
phere of scholarly interest and the advantages of a well-equipped 
library. We were very fortunate in that respect during the past 
year. Not to mention our own friends at the head of the excava- 
tions, who came to the School whenever their business would take 
them to Jerusalem, such as Dr. Fisher, Dean Badé, Prof. Elihu 
Grant and the members of their staff, we had among our guests: 
Rev. and Mrs. E. F. Hallenbeck of the San Francisco Theological 
Seminary; Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Jeffery of the American School of 
Oriental Studies of Cairo; Dr. A. R. Gibb of the London School of 
Oriental Studies; the Right Rev. Abraham Mar Thoma, Bishop of 
the Independent Syrian Church of South India; Prof. L. B. Long- 
acre of Iliff School of Theology, Colorado, who took most of the 
extended trips with the members of the School; Mr. John I. Codding- 
ton, a graduate of Harvard University; Miss Hilda Granquist of the 
University of Helsingfors (Finland), who spent several months 
doing research work among the Fellahin of Urtas; Miss Berger, 
connected with the charitable work of the Jewish community in 
Palestine; Rev. Fred. Mitchell of Edinburgh, Scotland; the Rev. 
Messrs. Haupert and Spaugh of the Moravian Seminary, Bethle- 
hem, Pa., and their friend, Rev. Jarvis Morris. Rev. B. Azais and 
M. R. Chambard were also our guests during their stay in Palestine. 
They were on their way to France to make their report on their 
epoch-making finds in Southern Abyssinia, and gave us valuable 
information on the possibilities of systematic exploration in the 
region of the great Equatorial lakes. Among our most welcome 


- guests were Prof. K. Lake, Prof. and Mrs. R. P. Blake of Harvard 


University, and their companion, Rev. A. W. Johnson. They were 
the members of the Michigan-Harvard Mission who went to Sinai 
in order to copy, collate, and photograph manuscripts at the 
monastery of St. Catherine; on their return trip they brought back 
the Serabit inscriptions to Cairo. Also our friend Dr. E. A. Speiser, 
Annual Professor of the Baghdad School, spent part of the summer 
with us. And in that season the Acting Director left for Cairo, 
Europe and America. 

Our Library was increased by several volumes during the year, 
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among which we may mention Legrain’s Culture of the Babylonians, 
and his Royal Inscriptions; Turville-Petre, Researches in Prehis- 
toric Galilee; Contenau, Contrdts et Lettres; Charles, Contrdts de 
Larsa; Montgomery, Daniel; a complete set of the Ethiopic Bible, 
published at Asmara, and many other individual works. During 
the year the Acting Director published an article on the “New 
Archaeological Discoveries in Southern Abyssinia,” in Art and Archae- 
ology, August, 1927; also “‘Christian Archaeology in Palestine,’’in the 
Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research, No. 27, 1927. 
During the latter part of the year he devoted most of his time to 
the study of the Sinai Inscriptions, and an article on them will 
appear in the January (1928) number of the Harvard Theological 
Review. 

To all the friends and patrons of the School we wish to express 
our best gratitude; let us hope that funds and donations will be 
forthcoming to enable the School to develop the scope of its service 
and usefulness. 


Respectfully submitted, 


R. Butin, 8.M., 
Acting Director. 
Catholic University of America, 
December 1, 1927. 
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REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE SCHOOL IN 
BAGHDAD 


To the Trustees of the American Schools of Oriental Research, 


GENTLEMEN: 


I have the honor to submit the following report of the work of the 
American School of Oriental Research in Baghdad for the year 
1926-1927. 

The Annual Professor for the year was Dr. Ephraim A. Speiser 
of the University of Pennsylvania, who was also made Professor in 
Charge. Dr. Speiser left America on the 22nd of September, 1926. 
The account of his work is best given in his own words. In report- 
ing to the Director he writes: 

“Immediately upon my arrival in Palestine I proceeded to Dr. 
Fisher’s excavation at Megiddo. In the genial atmosphere of the 
Megiddo camp I got my first introduction to: practical archaeology. 
With the kindness and patience that are so characteristic of him 
Professor Fisher encouraged me to draw freely upon his unparalleled 
archaeological experience. Small wonder, then, that I should be 
in a rather regretful mood when the time came to leave Megiddo 
’ after a stay of three weeks. 

“In the meantime, unusually heavy rains had changed the other- 
wise excellent desert-tracks into veritable car-traps. It required 
a week to cover by car the distance between Beirut and Baghdad, 
although it is ordinarily a two-day run. Baghdad was finally 
reached on November 18, in a heavy downpour. 

“Mr. John Randolph, the United States Consul in Baghdad, 
and Mr. R. 8. Cooke, the Honorary Director of Antiquities, made 
me soon forget all the difficulties of the journey. To Mr. Cooke 
in particular I owe a great debt of gratitude. At home alike in 
modern Iraq and in the problems of Ancient Babylonia and Assyria 
he was throughout my term an invaluable counselor and friend. 
I take this opportunity to thank him in the name of the School for 
his whole-hearted support of our work. 

“My first few weeks in Iraq were spent in visiting important 
landmarks of Babylonian history and archaeology. At Tell-el- 
‘Obeid I saw for the first time the famous black-painted pottery 
with its characteristic geometrical designs. Mr. Woolley was so 
kind as to conduct me personally over the extensive area of ancient 
Ur, which has recently given up such amazing treasures. The 
great amount of digging done at Nippur has not deprived the 
religious capital of ancient Sumer of its dignity and mute majesty. 
The beautiful Ishtar-gates continue to charm every visitor to 
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Babylon. Sippar, Tell-ed-Deir, and Sheshubar I had the pleasure 
to inspect as the guest of Doctors Andrae and Jordan of the Berlin 
Staatliche Museen. The charm of manner of those eminent Ger- 
man excavators and their mastery of every archaeological detail 
made the trip at once pleasant and instructive. A very enjoyable 
afternoon was spent among the ruins of Ctesiphon and Seleucia. 
The famous Arch of Ctesiphon, which so superbly epitomizes the 
rise and fall of the Sassanian Empire, remains a powerful memento 
and challenge. 

“My Baghdad quarters were with the local Y. M. C. A., whose 
staff was kind and accommodating throughout. In the auditorium 
of that institution I delivered, in the name of the School, three 
lectures on problems connected with the history and archaeology 
of Iraq. One of the talks was later repeated in the Air Force camp 
at Hinaidi, near Baghdad. The pleasure was also mine to speak 
of the plans of the Baghdad School to Sir Henry Dobbs, the High 
Commissioner of Iraq. His Excellency showed particular interest 
in the Mitanni. 

“ Actual surveying work began on January 20. On that day I 
transferred my quarters from Baghdad to Kirkuk. With Baghdad 
I also left behind me the genial Arabs, for Kirkuk is a Turkoman 
island in the midst of Kurdistan. From then on my dealings were 
to be almost exclusively with Kurds. This necessitated some study 
of the vernacular, as Mesopotamian Arabic does not carry one very 
far in Kurdistan. The matter was further complicated by the fact 
that there are several dialects of Kurdish some of which are to all 
intents and purposes mutually unintelligible. ‘The Kurd of Sulai- 
mania, for instance, speaks a foreign language as far as the Kurd of 
the Mosul area or the Kurdish-speaking Yezidi of Sinjar are con- 
cerned. But then Sulaimania Kurdish is a peculiar dialect used in a 
rather restricted area. I therefore gave my attention to the Bah- 
dinin or Mosul-area branch (Mosul itself is mainly Arabic-speak- 
ing), and the choice proved a wise one in the end. But I must not 
anticipate. 

“In making a preliminary archaeological survey of northern 
Iraq it was my plan to start in the East, approximately north of 
Hanaqin, and to continue from there westwards until the Turco- 
Syrian frontier was reached. In accordance with this plan the 
district of Sulaimania was tackled first. Sheikh Mahmud, the 
Kurdish rebel, was then (end of January—beginning of February) 
making much trouble for the government forces. It was impossible 
to move about in the district without a heavy escort. However, 
the British civil and military authorities did everything in their 
power to enable me to go on with the work. Thanks to their re- 
markable coéperation, I was able not only to reach Sulaimania itself 
but also to continue fifty miles further, as far as Halabja on the 
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Persian border. Most of the territory thus covered had never been 
studied archaeologically. 

“The area south and southeast of Kirkuk was surveyed next. 
That region figures prominently in the Nuzi tablets which contain 
much relevant topographical information. Particular attention 
was therefore given to the survey of the Kirkuk district with a view 
to relating the new data to those of the Nuzi records. Of especial 
interest in this connection was the Aeneolithic Tell Arrafat, five 
miles west of Nuzi (Yaghran Teppe). The name ‘Arrafat’ is 
obviously connected with ‘Arrapha.’ We know that Nuzi was 
part of the country of Arrapha.!. Doctor Albright has urged with 
a good show of reason the identification of the city of Arrapha with 
Kirkuk.2, Now our mound appears to contain nothing later than 
Early Bronze. This suggests the following solution: A very ancient 
city of Arrapha’ (=Tell Arrafat) had lent its name to the surrounding 
country. The city perished in the Early Bronze Age, but the name 
of the country survived. Some time later a new capital was built 
which in turn derived its name Arrapha (= Kirkuk) from that of the 
country. With this would agree the fact that the mound of Kirkuk 
is hardly older than the second millennium. In any case, there 
cannot be at present any doubt about the general location of the 
land of Arrapha. 

“The extensive Aeneolithic remains west of the line Kirkuk- 
Tuz-Hurmatu deserve especial mention even in so hurried an out- 
line as the present one. It is not the mere existence in that area of 
numerous prehistoric mounds that arrests our attention here. What 
is vastly more significant is the absolute identity of the black- 
painted ware of oldest Arrapha with the earliest pottery of Susa 
and Tell-el-‘Obeid. The far-reaching historical and ethnological 
implications of this fact are obvious enough. 

“Erbil (ancient Arbela) was reached about the middle of March. 
The survey of that district was carried out in two trips. First the 
numerous mounds in the direction of Mosul were carefully examined. 
Then came the territory south of Erbil. The broad plain that 
stretches as far as the Amana Dagh was found to be literally dotted 
with mounds that vary in age from the Aeneolithic to the Persian 
periods. The Dibega valley between the Amana and Qaratchok 
ranges and the triangle formed by the Qaragchok Dagh, the Lesser 
Zab, and the Tigris were covered on the same trip. Among the 
interesting results of this survey was the discovery of a very primi- 
tive representation of a horned, naked goddess in relief. The block 
of sandstone that bears the figure was found in the Dibega valley 


1Cf. The Annual of the American Schools, vi, p. 77. 

2J.A.0.8., 45, pp. 209 ff. 

*If Arrapha is indeed connected with the Biblical Arpachshad, the great 
antiquity of the country explains the connection with the third son of Shem. 
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amidst a field of wheat, several miles from the nearest village. The 
fanatical Kurds have been doing their best to mutilate the prom- 
inent parts of the ‘infidel’; but the size of the block (5-3-2 ft.) and 
the inaccessibility of the field in which the figure was found render 
its transfer to a safer place virtually impossible. 

“On April 7 I left Erbil and established quarters in Mosul. 
This time it was the American Presbyterian Mission who welcomed 
me whole-heartedly into their peaceful compound. I consider 
myself fortunate to have stood during my remaining months in 
Iraq in intimate contact with these charming people. 

“The territory dominated by the Sinjar mountains was surveyed 
during a trip that lasted eight days. Sinjar is archaeologically one 
of the most interesting areas in Mesopotamia. Flint implements 
show it to have played a part in the oldest civilization of the Middle- 
Euphrates region. Every new bit of evidence seems to bear out 
the equation Sinjar (Singara) = Sanhar = Shin‘ar. The Mitanni 
found the section no less important than the legions of Trajan or 
the armies of Islam did thousands of years later. And all these 
bewilderingly disparate civilizations have left their quota of re- 
mains, visitors’ signatures, as it were, in the age-old Book of Archae- 
ology. Moreover, the reputation for cultural uniqueness which 
Sinjar has thus acquired is today as much justified as ever. For the 
so-called Devil-Worshippers, or Yezidis, who form the bulk of the 
present population of the district, are a strange religious group, 
whose past is even more obscure than their present practices. 

“The plain south of Jebel Ba‘shiqa was my next objective. 
Hitherto it has been known for its Assyrian remains at Horsabad 
and Balawat. But Aeneolithic and Early Bronze tells are far more 
abundant. The most interesting of all the mounds of the basin is 
probably Teppe Gawra, ‘The Great Mound,’ situated two miles 
east of Horsabad. Though it is much the highest mound in the 
whole district, flint implements and painted pottery are strewn all 
over its top and sides. The pottery is not homogeneous as around 
Kirkuk. Apart from the monochrome ware with characteristic 
geometrical designs we have here also the polychrome ‘Jemdet 
Nasr’ ware as well as pottery with typically naturalistic patterns. 
I promptly applied for permission to excavate this museum of 
Near-Eastern ceramics, and was gratified to hear just before leaving 
Iraq that the permit had been issued. 

“Early in May I had the pleasure of Mr. Cooke’s company for 
eight days. During that time we visited a number of mounds on 
the Nisibin road. That trip was followed by a one-day visit to 
Nimrud, where the Iraq Museum is now engaged in removing the 
famous Assyrian reliefs to save them from the vandalism of the 
Kurdish shepherds. Then followed a two-day ride to the beautifully 
situated shrine of the Yezidis at Sheikh Adi. The wadi of Sheikh 
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Adi with its trees, its flowers and its running water, leaves an im- 
pression of haunting loveliness. Truly the Devil occupies the most 
beautiful spot in Iraq. On our return we came upon a large dam 
near the village of Jerwana. Some of the inscribed blocks of the 
dam showed it to be the work of Sennacherib. Towards the end of 
the week we visited the Aeneolithic mounds near Bashiqa. Mr 
Cooke was very much impressed with the archaeological possi- 
bilities of that section. 

“Following the departure of Mr. Cooke for Baghdad I left for 
the region between Jebel Maqluk and Aqra. I was accompanied 
on this trip by Messrs. Cumberland and Willoughby of the American 
Mission in Mosul. Our first task was to find the carvings of Wadi 
Gehennan about which vague reports had been reaching us for 
some time. After climbing up the southern slope of Jebel Maqluk 
and then descending two-thirds down the northern side of the 
mountain, we finally came upon three very poorly preserved frag- 
ments of carvings which date from the third or fourth century 
A.D. and are the work of early Christians. On the way to Aqra 
several interesting mounds were examined. 

“By the end of May the heat became very intense. Any work 
outdoors is bound to be connected with serious risks when the 
thermometer registers 115° in the shade. I decided, therefore, to 
devote the remainder of my term to philological work on Kurdish. 
That interesting Indo-European language is hardly known to the 
scholarly world. The few existing grammars of Kurdish are mainly 
the work of administrative officers without sufficient philological 
training. The only scholarly essay on the subject was written by 
Justi in 1860, and is now naturally antiquated. And yet Kurdish 
is a veritable mine of information for Indo-European philology. 
Unlike its nearest relative, Persian, it is comparatively free of Arabic 
loan-words. It has preserved, moreover, a number of peculiar 
forms and its vocabulary is frequently different from Persian. 
Hence a fresh study of the subject is very desirable. 

“Of the five important dialects of Kurdish the one spoken in 
Sulaimania differs markedly from all the others. It is not repre- 
sentative of the language as a whole. The Kurds themselves 
designate the Sulaimania dialect as ‘Kurdi,’ while the other four 
are known as ‘Kurmanji.’ The study of a Kurmanji dialect seemed, 
therefore, preferable for philological purposes. During my work in 
the Mosul area I had become somewhat acquainted with Bahdinan 
Kurmanji, which is used in the greater part of Iraqian Kurdistan 
and is understood by the other three Kurmanji groups. I decided, 
therefore, to devote the remainder of my term to further study of 
the Bahdinan dialect. Having worked out a tentative sketch of the 
grammar I found it necessary to collect some texts. Mr. Cumber- 
land, who had been studying spoken Kurmanji for several years, 
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joined me on a second trip to Aqra, where the language had im- 
pressed us on our first visit as particularly pure. During our stay 
in Aqra we took down a long legend and several folk-songs and re- 
turned to Mosul on June 14. 

“A day later an opportunity presented itself which I could not 
resist. Three members of the Mosul Mission were going to Persia, 
and I had a chance to join the party at a very low cost. I had long 
wished to go to Persia. I was interested in the mounds of that 
country which are a natural continuation of the tells of Eastern 
Iraq. I also hoped to hear enough spoken Persian to enable me to 
appreciate the extent of its influence upon Kurdish. 

“We left in a Ford for Baghdad, where I had the very agreeable 
opportunity of speaking to His Majesty King Feisal about our 
archaeological work. From Baghdad we continued through 
Hanaqin, Qasr-i-Shirin, Lar-i-pul, Kermanshah, Zihistun and 
Hamadan, to Teheran. Almost all of the above places are im- 
portant chapters in the ancient history of the Near East and it 
meant much to me to cover that route. Everywhere we were the 
guests of the local Presbyterian Missions. Unfortunately I was 
laid up in Teheran with sand-fly fever for several days which pre- 
vented me from seeing some of the old mounds. I got, however, 
as much modern Persian as was possible in three weeks’ time, so 
that at least one of the objects of the trip was accomplished. We 
returned to Mosul by a somewhat different route, adding the dis- 
tances Teheran-Qom-Sultanabad and Hanaqin-Kirkuk to our 
total mileage. 

“To sum up, my work in Iraq was for the first term partly 
archaeological and partly philological. The survey of northern 
Iraq resulted, among other things, in determining the extent of the 
Aeneolithic civilization in that country. We know that the authors 
of that civilization were not Sumerians, much less Semitic or Indo- 
European speaking peoples; and that related cultures flourished in 
Anatolia and around the head of the Persian Gulf. This brings us 
again face to face with the problem of the original civilization of 
the Near East. Perhaps the excavations at Teppe Gawra, which 
I hope to begin about the end of September, may shed some light 
on the subject. 

“The villages around Teppe Gawra are all Kurdish-speaking. 
I shall, therefore, have another six months or so to continue my 
work on Kurmanji. If during that time I succeed in gathering 
enough material to arouse the interest of Indo-European philologists 
in a forgotten branch of their field, this work, too, will have been 
successfully accomplished. Inshdllah! 

“T left Mosul on July 12, having remained in Iraq for eight 
months. The route Mosul-Aleppo-Beirut was a new one to me, 
which helped to fight off partially the increasing weariness brought 
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about by months of travel in a very hot climate. However, by 

the time I reached Jerusalem on July 18 I had developed a regular 

phobia for cars of all descriptions. I do not wish to see another car 
until it is time to return to Iraq. 

“T cannot close this account without expressing my deep grati- 
tude to those who have made this work possible. The Trustees 
and Secretary of the Guggenheim Foundation have honored me 
with a Fellowship for two successive years, and it is to them that 
I owe primarily my chance of working in these parts. The De- 
partment of Semitics at the University of Pennsylvania and the 
Trustees of the American Schools of Oriental Research have placed 
me under a lasting obligation by their kindness and confidence. 
President Cyrus Adler, of the Dropsie College, furnished me very 
generously with the money for the expenses of the survey.” 

The scientific activities thus described by Dr. Speiser will, when 
the results are catalogued and digested, make the year 1926-27 of 
the Baghdad School one of the most fruitful of the School’s life. 
For the current year, 1927-28, the School has joined with Harvard 
University in a joint excavation near Kirkuk. The excavation is 
under the Direction of Professor Edward Chiera, Field-Director of 
the School and Professor in Charge, assisted by Professor Leroy 
Waterman, Annual Professor in the School, and Dr. E. A. Speiser, 
Honorary Fellow. 

It is a pleasure to report that the first volume of the Publications 
of the Baghdad School, The Joint Expedition with the Iraq Museum 
at Nuzi, by Professor Edward Chiera, has appeared. It contains 
one hundred of the tablets found by Professor Chiera in 1925. For 
this volume ‘Inheritance Texts” have been chosen. The copies 
are made with all the accuracy and skill which we have come to 
expect from Professor Chiera, and place the first-fruits of this find, 
which has opened a new vista in Oriental history, before scholars. 
Other volumes are to follow rapidly. The beginning of this 
series marks an important epoch in the development of the Baghdad 
School, and is, we trust, an earnest of the scientific work which it 
is to produce. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Grorce A. BARTON, 
Director. 

University of Pennsylvania, 

November 1, 1927. 
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE AMERICAN 
SCHOOLS OF ORIENTAL RESEARCH 


RECEIPTS 


Ba.ance by last report, June 30, 1926: 
Baghdad School Expenses and Library.............. $207 .86 
Biblical and Oriental Archaeological Fund. . 3,497.14 


Jastrow Memorial Fund: 
$350 U. S. of A. 2nd Liberty Loan 
Conv. 44%, 1942. $350 .32 
$750 U. S. of A. say Liberty L ‘Loan 
41%, 1928.. 751.20 


$1,101.52 
164.22 


1,408.52 
James B. Nies Legacy—Building Fund: 
Invested in building............. $52,666 .63 


52,675.92 
Jane Dows Nies Publication Account 490.24 
John P. Peters Memorial Fun 

$450 U. S. of A. 2nd Liberty Loan 


Schofield Fund: 
$500 Bell Telephone Co. of Pa. Ist 
and Ref. Series B 3 5%, Due 1948. $500.75 
Income.. 24.25 


For Annuals: 


$90.00 
100.00 
For Baghdad School Expenses and Library: 
University of Pennsylvania.............. 100.00 
Johns Hopkins University. .............. 100.00 
Crozer Theological Seminary............ 100.00 
100.00 
100.00 


845.00 

For Biblical and Oriental Archaeological Research Fund: 
Contributions as follows: 

Miss Elizabeth P. Doug 25 

Crozer Theological (for labels). ........ 18 

Eg Right Rev. Frank H. Creighton............ 5 

‘ummings Catherwood.................. 100 


— 525.00 
1,732.23 
$86 


Mrs. John Markoe 


Charles W. McAlpin 

Morris Wolf 
Bible College of Missouri...................... 20.00 
10.00 
George Alexander Kohut. 10.00 
Remitted duty on lantern slides................. 30.00 
25.00 
5.00 
10.00 
5.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
The American University at Cairo.............. 10.00 
Elizabeth P. Douglass. 25.00 
Interest on 76.21 

$994.71 


For Bulletin: 
For General Account: 


Gain on sales of the following: 
$1,000 Georgia Railway and Power Co. Ist and Ref., 


4-1-54. $68 .00 
$800 U.S. of A. 2nd Liberty Loan 43%, due 1942. 101.93 
Transferred from Special Expense Account to cover 
219.93 
For General Income: 
Income from 74.78 
For Jastrow Memorial Fund: 
Income from investments...................... 46.75 


For Jerusalem School Maintenance: 
Contributions as follows: 


Berkeley Divinity School for............ 1926-27 $15.00 
Western Theological Seminary........... 1925-26 100.00 
Oberlin Graduate School of Theology... .. we 100.00 

Berkeley Divinity School............... ee 10.00 
Newton Theological Institute............ 100.00 
Xenia Theological Seminary............. “4 100.00 
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Lutheran Theological Seminary. . ..1926-27 $100.00 
Julius Rosenwald. . . 1925-26 100.00 
‘Temple Emanuel, San Francisco through the 

University of California............... 1925-26 100.00 
Hartford Theological Seminary.......... 1926-27 100.00 
Princeton University. 
Cornell University................ 
University of Pennsylvania.............. 
Columbia University. . 
Theological ‘Seminary, Gettys- 

urg 
University 
Union Theological Seminary............. 
Garrett Biblical Institute . ss 
The Reformed Theological Seminary, ‘Lan- 
caster . 

The Catholic University of America... ... 
Bryn Mawr College. . 
McCormick Theological Seminary. 
Wellesley College. . 
Smith College. . 
Jewish Institute of Religion............. 
Episcopal Theological School. 
Brown University. . 
Harvard School of Theology. . 
Michigan University................... 
Newton Theological Institution.......... 
Jewish Theological Seminary............. 
Pacific School of Religion. . 
Philadelphia Divinity School . 
Reformed Theological Seminary ‘at New 

Oberlin Graduate School of Theology. . ... 
San Francisco Theological Seminary... ... 
Berkeley Divinity School............... 1927-28 
Southern Methodist 1925-26 
Princeton Theological Seminary.......... 
Rochester Theological Seminary......... 
Hebrew Union College... ................ 
Auburn Theological Seminary........... 
Berkeley Divinity School............... 
Commercial Museum. 
Bangor Theological Seminary............ 1926-27 


For Library of Baghdad School: 
Transferred from John P. Peters Memorial Fund. . $96.84 


For Library of Jerusalem School: 
Transferred from 
Jastrow Memorial $189.53 
Schofield Fund 
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For Jane Dows Nies Publication Account: 
From Executors of Estate of James B. Nies...... 522.50 
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For John P. Peters Memorial Fund: 


Income from investments . $19.12 
For Salary of Field Director of the Baghdad School: 
Lessing H. Rosenwald, 1927-28. ee 100.00 
For Schofield Fund: 
Income from 25.00 
For Special Expense Account: 
$930.00 
Evangelical Theological Seminary............... 50.00 
————__ 1,130.00 


For Special Excavation Fund: 
Clarence A. Fisher, Letter of Credit issued 8-13- 


514.27 


$98,016.31 


The Following Investments shown in the previous bal- 
ance have been paid off with no gain or loss 

Miscl. 1, Savings Bank, Charles River Trust . 
Co 86 


DISBURSEMENTS 


For Annuals: 
J. H. Furst Co.—Printing, binding and postage on 
Yale University Press—Transportation labels and 
wrapping 150 copies Volume 6. $22.13 
Transportation on two cases Volume 6, ‘ete. 11.01 


33.14 


$1,091.07 


For Baghdad Annual Professor: 


For Biblical and Oriental Research Pied: 
John C. Winston—Printing. . ‘ $30.00 
James A. Montgomery—Cash . 30.00 
American Express Co.—Cost ‘of Cable of $200 to 
Miss P. M. W ryant—Clerical services . ; 100.00 


Edward Chiera—for payment toward expenses ‘on 
the mission to Boston in the interest of this fund 28.76 


For Bulletin: 
The John C. Winston Co. 
Order Dated 
8-24-2 


1 300 “ “ 


The Rumford Press 
1,300 Copies Bulletin No. 24................... 107.76 


For Expenses of the Trustees: 
Provident Trust Co. of 


808 .32 


safe deposit rent to 7-11-27 . $3.00 
T. Z. Talley—Stenographic services............. 70.80 
The John C. Winston Co.—Stationery and printing 30.22 
Cost of cable to Dr. Ephraim A. Speiser......... 10.85 
George A. Barton—Reimbursement for stamped 

envelopes, telegrams and postage.............. 29.52 


James A. Montgomery—Reimbursement for post- 
age and sundry expemses...................4. ‘ 19.61 


oe Advance to Edward Chiera.............. 400.00 
201.80 
32.80 
eee 1,250 Copies Bulletin No.23............ 304.40 
106.99 
$700.56 
164.00 
22 


For General Expenses: 
Postal-Telegra h Cable Co. fee for renewal of ab- 
breviated cable address—“‘ Oriental” for one year 


Provident Trust Co. of Philadelphia for services as 
assistant treasurer for year 1926-27........... 125.00 ‘ 
127.50 


For Jastrow Memorial Fund. 
Transferred to Library of Jerusalem School Account 189.53 


For Jerusalem Annual Professor: 


For Jerusalem Director: 
Teachers’ Insurance and Annuity Association of 
America—One-half Annual Premium on life of 


———. 3,000.00 


For Jerusalem School Maintenance: 


Professor R. Butin. . 750 .00 
For Library of Baghdad School: 
J. C. Hinrichs—Cost of | books and 
prepaid chargesin sending to Baghdad.......... $34.59 
G. E. Stechert and Co.—Copy of Hogarth’s ‘‘The 
6.31 


For Library of Jerusalem School: 
University of Chicago Press—One American Journal 
of Semitic Languages and Literatures, January to 


October, 1927. $5.25 
Charles Scribner's ; Sons—Commentary on the Book 


For James B. Nies Legacy—Building Fund Income: 
Draft on Anglo-Egyptian Bank of Jerusalem to 


For Pension Premium Director of Jerusalem Schools: 
Teachers’ Insurance and Annuity Association of 
America—One-half Annual Premium on life of 


For John P. Peters Memorial Fund: 
Transferred to Library of Baghdad School. . ‘ 96.84 
For Real Estate: 
Professor R. Butin for building.......... $50.00 


For Salary of Professor of Archaeology in the Schools at 
Jerusalem and Baghdad: 


For Schofield Fund: 
Transferred to Library of Jerusalem School Account 49.25 


For Special Expense Account: 
a to General Account to cover real estate 


$8,789 .67 


Batance June 30, 1927: 
Baghdad School Expenses and Library.............. $652 .86* 
Biblical and Oriental Archaeological Research Fund... 4,290.05* 

25,240 .82* 


4 
$500 .00 
—————-___ 1,000.00 

= 

$50.00 
109.45 


Jastrow Memorial F 
$350 U. A. Loan 


$750 U.S. A. 8rd Liberty Loan 


Total Investments. ............... $1,101.52 


———— $1,265.74 
Itbrary of Baghdad School. 60.53* 
Library of Jerusalem School. 231.18* 
James B. Nies Legacy—Building Fund: 
1.29 
52,667 .92* 
Jane Dows Nies—Publication Account.............. 1,012.74* 
John P. Peters Memorial Fund: 
$450 U.S. of A. 2nd Liberty Loan, 
87.52 
537 .00 
Schofield Fund: 
$500 Bell Telephone Co. of Pa., Ist and Ref. Ser. 8 
Special Excavation Fund... 1,746 .50* 
————_ $89,226 . 64 


$98,016.31 


The balances marked * are of the 


Furnishings for Building. . 751.46 
Real Estate in Jerusalem......... 7 181.93 
James B. Nies Building.......... 54,619.23 


$86,923.15 


Submitted, 
GeorceE A. Barton, Treasurer 


Audited and found correct: 
Ws. B. Stimson, 
Philadelphia, Pa., December 21, 1927 
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PUBLICATIONS 


BULLETIN OF THE AMERICAN SCHOOLS OF ORIENTAL RESEARCH. 


Issued quarterly and sent to all contributors and subscribers of 
$1.00 and upward. Application for copies is to be made to 
Pror. Mary I. Hussey, Mount Holyoke College, South 
Hadley, Mass. 


Tur ANNUAL OF THE AMERICAN SCHOOLS OF ORIENTAL RESEARCH. 


Sent to all contributors of $10.00 and upward. 

Publisher, YALE University Press, New Haven, Conn. 

VoutvumsE I, edited by C. C. Torrey, 1920, $3.50. 

VouvumgE II-III, edited by W. J. Moutron, 1923, $5.00. 

VoutvumE IV, edited by B. W. Bacon (containing ‘‘ Excavations 
and Results at Tell-el-Ful,” by W. F. AtBriaHr), 1924, $5.00. 

Votume V, edited by B. W. Bacon, 1925, $5.00. 

VotuME VI, edited by B. W. Bacon, 1926, $5.00. 

VotumeE VII, edited by H. J. CapBury, 1927, $5.00. 


PUBLICATIONS OF THE BAGHDAD SCHOOL. 


Texts—‘ Joint EXPEDITION WITH THE IRAQ MuseuMAT Nvzi.” 
By E. Curera, Publisher, Paut GrurHner, 13 rue Jacob, 
Paris, France. 
Votume I, Inheritance Texts, 1927, 200 fr. = $8.00. 


NOTICE 


The hospitality of the School in Jerusalem is offered to members 
of the supporting institutions and other friends so far as its accom- 
modations permit. Very reasonable charges are made for board 
and lodging. Application should be made, as well in advance as 
possible, to Director Albright, P. O. Box 333, Jerusalem, Palestine. 
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